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【All living beings are supreme treasures…】
At present, I am in Tokyo to participate in the meetings held at Headquarters for the leaders of our organization. Autumn in Tokyo this year
is quite warm and the best time to see the fall colors seems to be just
starting.
On November 15, our Founder’s birthday was celebrated in the Great
Sacred Hall.
As they have done every year, the Tokyo Kosei Wind Orchestra began
by performing solemnly, reverberating with such warmth to congratulate
the Founder and filling the Great Sacred Hall with great joy.
President Niwano in his guidance said, ＝＝＝＝＝＝＝＝
“We received the Dharma from our Founder, and now the baton is passed on as the Dharma is
shared.”
He then introduced the poem “My Turn・The Baton of Life” by the
Japanese calligrapher and poet, Mitsuwo Aida, who had written from the perspective of someone
月４てしと子太の妃王耶摩てしそ王 飯 浄 国迦釈、 昔 の 久 悠 の年 百 数 千二はまさ迦釈お
who has received life.
Father and mother are two people
。たしまれさ 生 誕にかや健お、で園のーニビンル日８
Parents of both the father and mother are 4 people
parents are 8 people
しAnd
さ指を地天、れまゆあ歩七に方their
四、てしそ
If we count the number of our kin in this way and go back 10 generations, there are 1,024 people.
20 generations back…? Goodness, there would be over a million people!
By inheriting the baton of life from innumerable past lives,
Here and now it is our turn to live.
That is your life.
That is my life.
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The President also mentioned the birth of Shakyamuni and the meaning of the declaration, “In
heaven and on earth I alone am to be honored.” He explained that: “‘I alone am to be honored’ indeed expresses Shakyamuni’s awareness, but it also is a message for all of us to realize our own dignity. “Moreover, it is calling on us to discover our own selves, to live our own lives, to value the life
that we have only once. That was the intention of the verse from the birth of Shakyamuni.” This is
how the President’s guidance began.
There is a saying in Zen Buddhism, “Even before my parents were born bumomishouizen.” This refers to the fact that human beings should have the innate ability to see things with untainted eyes.
However, before one knows, the viewpoint can become tarnished by worldly views and one can no
longer see things from the Buddha’s point of view. The President mentioned the importance of seeing things with pure untainted eyes.
“We, who have received the Buddha’s teachings, when we look at everything in this world, should
view all living beings as ‘supreme treasures (mujyouson). ’ This word essentially describes the Buddha. It means there is nothing more valuable or precious. To be able to start seeing everything, without exception, as the Buddha…that is our life long task. My New Year’s Calligraphy for this year
was “Never Despise.” This indicates “not to disparage.” Essentially, everyone is a Buddha. All people – our teachers・our parents・our friends・all men and women, the elderly・children・good
people・bad people・wise people・fools – are essentially playing the role of the buddha for us. All
living beings are supreme treasures. When we try to raise ourselves to see in this way, the Buddha
will be pleased and the Founder will be happy.”
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Furthermore, “Although the focus of devotion for our organization is the Eternal Buddha, to have the Gohonzon take
shape in concrete form is, in fact, difficult. It is through the Founder’s compassion that the Gohonzon was enshrined.
And, we are thus able to put our palms together to revere the ‘image’ of the Buddha. That Eternal Buddha is always
teaching us.
Just as Zen master Dogen chanted, ‘Color of the mountain’s peak, the echo in the valley are all the voice and figure of
My Shakyamuni,’ we must accept everything we presently see as My Shakyamuni’s teaching. It is important to grasp its
true spirit and move forward.”
In conclusion, the President wrapped everything up saying, “Due to the terrorist attack in Paris, the world is in chaos.
Various suffering exist throughout the world. As stated in the sutra, ‘Tathagata, without exception, accept the suffering of
all living beings as my own suffering.’ What would make the Founder the happiest is when we, who possess the heart
and mind of the Buddha and are thus supreme treasures, accept the sufferings of others as our own sad suffering, and for
the sake of happiness in the world, become determined to practice based on the Buddha’s teachings.”
In his guidance the President introduced the writing by the calligrapher and poet, Mitsuwo Aida, who continuously contemplated life and expressed his feelings in words. Every time I think about the poem, I am deeply moved. I realized that
I exist within the countless chain of life, and while my existence is irreplaceable, the life of others is also valuable and
equally irreplaceable.
Let us take the Founder’s Birthday Celebration as an opportunity to see all living beings as supreme treasures. Let us diligently practice trying to see all beings, without exception, as the Buddha. Let us do so because the Eternal Buddha
wishes happiness for everyone throughout the world and is always and continuously sending messages to us…
Gassho

Topic for November

New York Center Minister
Etsuko Fujita

On October 25 (Sunday), Mrs. Niwano (President’s wife), her second daughter Yukako-san, and Rev. Kakeba (senior
advisor) with his group of 25 members came to visit our New York Center.
During the service, Rev. Fujita implored Mrs. Niwano and said, “Mrs. Niwano, please share your thoughts with us.” Mrs.
Niwano accepted the request and thus we were given the opportunity to hear her story.
I would like to share what she said.
“I have been married to the President for 50 years.
I am always by his side, and have also visited various places with him, but I never had an opportunity to speak in front of
people as I am doing now.
And I also have never practiced with the members.
My practice has been as a wife within the family.
And through that I have had various learning experiences.
One by one, whenever I overcame things, there was something I learned. And as I overcame one, next learning experience followed. I eventually started to learn that there is nothing in life we cannot overcome. Furthermore, with every experience, we are able to go up the stairs, one step after another.
No matter what happens, the Buddha is equally close at hand for anyone.
Whenever you are experiencing difficulty, please sit in front of the Buddha, believe that the Buddha is always nearby and
listen carefully to the Buddha’s message.
When you are able to do that, you will start to see the true meaning of the problem.”
That is what she said to us.
I am feeling very grateful that we were given this valuable opportunity to receive such direct and personal words from
Mrs. Niwano.
Through her story, I learned the importance of being aware that we are protected by the Buddha no matter what may happen.
I also deeply felt I would like to diligently practice being mindful to face the Buddha and ask – what is the Buddha’s
message, what is the Buddha trying to help me realize.
I am thankful for this wonderful arrangement we received.
Yoshi
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11/15 Founder’s Birthday

10/25 Mrs. Niwano , Rev. Kakeba
with his group of 25 members came
to visit

11/8 Study
Session

Japanese dance
presentation

11/4 Visitors from Hiroshima
church

Schedule for new York chapter

December 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Memorial Service
for Founder

Closed
Dharma
Practice
at home

11

12

First Day of
the Month
2-4PM
Chapter Leaders’
Meeting
6pm
Meditation

6

7

8

1PM

10 AM
Steering
Comittee
Missionary Mtg
Planning for
next year

Enlightenment
Day

14

15

Enlightenment
Day Service
Sharing our merit

13
1PM
Sunday service
Study session

20

9

9 AM Memorial
Service for
Cofounder
10 AM Monthly Memorial Service
11 AM 家庭教育

Planning for
next year

16

The Eternal Buddha
Shakyamuni Day
2-4PM
Chapter Leaders’
Meeting
6pm
Meditation

21

10

22

17

Closed

18

Ft Myers
Missionaty

23

24

25
Christmas
Closed

28

29

30
1PM
Setting decorations for
New Year

Closed
Dharma
Practice
at home

19
Closed
Dharma
Practice
at home

１ＰＭ
Sunday Service
Cleaning
End of year party

27

Chicago
Missionary

31

26
Closed
Dharma
Practice
at home

