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Let us share! Responding with Joy to the Dharma
The glistening flowering of snow frozen onto the branches of the leafless
trees brightly beautifying the streets of Manhattan……March is still by name
only: it will be awhile before spring arrives in New York.
In his Dharma Talk for this year, President Niwano said, “Let us convey our
joy.” When combined with last year’s guidance “to learn and then put into
practice,” our guidance for this year is “to share things that have moved us.”
It was in the evening of February 3rd, after we completed Setsubun-e. I received a call from Mrs. Murakami, the branch leader from our Chicago
Branch.
“Rev. Fujita! I have something to report. Please let me share with you.” Her voice was resonating with
joy. As if she could not wait for me to respond as I said, “Sounds like a happy report,” she immediately
started her story with “I feel like I was reborn. What happened was…”
Apparently that morning, being mindful of Setsubun-e, Mrs. Murakami made a vow. “Throw the beans
to cast away any evil within my heart and bring in happiness.” Since Setsubun-e is a service that celebrates the seasonal transition from winter to spring, she wished to take that occasion to discard the greed,
anger and ignorance (the three poisons) within her heart so she can become clear.
Then, the following occurred that morning. Mrs. Murakami was approached by the wife of a member
with whom she had struggled for quite a long time. “Mrs. Murakami! The other day during the study
session, do you recall how Rev. Fujita said to my husband, ‘Let us put into practice the Founder’s teachings together. We need your support. Please help us.’……However, it seems my husband has a reason
why he can’t. Because of his, how shall I say this – objection towards you? Or his resentment?.....”
Mrs. Murakami was stunned. “Oh-!” she was shocked.
But what was she shocked about….?
She said, “Rev. Fujita, it was very strange. My usual reaction would have been to immediately feel blood
rise to my head in anger thinking, ‘How rude can she be!’ However, at the time I reacted differently. ‘It
would be good if he can speak with the reverend,’ was what poured out of my mouth in reply.”
Mrs. Murakami continued saying, “I thought for the first time that ‘Mr. M was feeling hurt all this time.’
We have known each other for a long time, but this was the very first time I was able to see things from
his perspective. When I realized that, my heart was filled with remorse.”
“I certainly am self-centered. ‘He is the one always hurting me!’ was what I felt for a very long time.
Continuously stuck on such thought, it never occurred to me to see things from his
perspective. Just as I was hurting, Mr. M was hurting for quite a long time, wasn’t
he?” Mrs. Murakami continued to speak as she repeatedly reflected on her own heart
and mind. She was so happy, so delighted, to be able to have such a valuable realization that she couldn’t hold back her tears.
Furthermore, Mrs. Murakami said, “I am also grateful to his wife for it was because
of what she said that I was able to have this realization. I feel like I was reborn. I am
so happy.” She was so excited, pouring out her story until the end as if the floodgates had opened. Her excitement transcended time and space and I became excited
as well. I was moved to tears with delight and gratitude. We experienced the Joy of
the Dharma.
In Chapter 1, “Introduction,” considered the prologue of the Lotus Sutra, there is a
verse I am fond of.
“The time has come for people to understand. With your palms together, wait single
-mindedly! The Buddha will pour the rain of the Dharma to satisfy those who seek
the Way.” (People who have gathered in this organization, now is a very important
time. Wait single-mindedly with your palms together. The Buddha will pour the rain
of the supreme Dharma and definitely satisfy the hearts and mind of those who seek
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the Buddha Way.)
In this way, many people are single-mindedly putting their palms together with high expectation wondering what the
teachings of the Lotus Sutra, which will finally be expounded, actually is.
In my mind, many disciples of the Buddha who so genuinely pleaded for the Buddha’s teachings and Mrs. Murakami
became one. Yes. She took the occasion of Setsubun as an opportunity with a wish to become clear by casting away her
greed, anger and ignorance. By seeking the Dharma as such in her heart and mind, she was able to accept all her encounters as message from the Buddha.
We are constantly taught the importance of looking into our own heart and mind first instead of trying to change others. When we do that, we mysteriously start to understand the profound meaning that it is not necessary to change the
other person. We begin to realize that it is our own slanted view that is the obstacle to things not going our way. We
will feel at ease and will become grateful in all our encounters. Furthermore, our buddha nature will shine brighter and
become more productive.
After this, Mrs. Murakami gave a testimonial during the Nirvana Day Service at New York Church on the joy she experienced through putting into practice what she had learned.
Let us also diligently practice so we can share our experiences that move us.
Gassho
New York Church Minister
Etsuko Fujita

Activities of New York Church in January 2014
1/29-2/1 Rev. Fujita, Yasuko, and the three Hoju students were in Chicago for a missionary visit.
2/1

9th day of Special Chanting Practice during the coldest season was held.

2/2

The last day of the Special Chanting Practice was held. Thereafter, Setsubun-e was held. We threw beans in
each room, chanting together loudly “Bring in the good fortune, Cast away all evil.”

2/4

Founder’s Memorial Service was held in the morning. Meditation was held in the evening.

2/7-8

Rev. Fujita, Yoshi, and the three Hoju students went to Boston for missionary visit. The three students stayed
at Yoshie Norton’s home and experienced life in an American family home. The members all gathered at Suhas’ home where Rev. Fujita explained the process toward the enshrinement of the statue of the Eternal Buddha at Rissho Kosei-kai.
Sunday service was held. We then separated into Japanese and English-speaking groups to read and discuss
President’s Dharma Talk for Feb. Afterward, we had a joint hoza to deepen our understanding of the President’s message.
Title: “Under the Care of Others.” If we become bedridden and must be cared for by others, even this can be
broadly interpreted as one very meaningful form of donation. Because when sick people show us what it is like
to be sick, and when the elderly naturally show us what being old means, it can be said they are making a donation only he or she can make. Although those in need of help may assume that their condition is a burden to
others, that condition is, in and of itself, valuable from the perspective of the gods and the buddhas. When we
receive care from others, we naturally develop heartfelt gratitude toward them. There is no better way to repay
those who have cared for us than to honestly rejoice at the development of this heartfelt gratitude and sincerely
thank the care-givers.
President Niwano said that between those who make the donation and those who receive the donation; a compassionate exchange develops through which both parties grow.
In summary, the necessary components in genuine practice of donation:
・In Buddhism, the purity of those who make the donations and those receive them is important
・It is important that those who care for someone in need are grateful for the opportunity to be able to do so.
・Those receiving the care can respond to it by acknowledging their condition as is and being sincerely grate
ful for the care. By simply accepting their condition as is, they are faithfully following the Buddha’s wish. .
・When these conditions for both sides are genuinely met, a compassionate exchange develops through which
they mutually grow.

2/9
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2/12

2014

Monthly Memorial Service for February was held. The three Hoju students and 7 members of NY Church went to a
conference commemorating the “World Interfaith Harmony Week” held at the UN. Dr. Vendley, the Secretary General
of WCRP was one of the keynote speakers.

2/14-16 Leadership Training was held. Four leaders participated from Chicago Branch.
2/16

Nirvana Day Service was held. The three Hoju students and Mrs. Murakami, the Chicago Branch leader, gave their testimonials.
While feeling the pain of inevitable parting, the Farewell Party was held after the service.

2/17

Three Hoju students completed their one month training and returned to Japan.

2/2 Setubun

2/8 Boston Missionary at Suhas home

2/12 commemorating the World
Interfaith Harmony

2/16 Nirvana Day Sharing Faith
Rev.Fujita speech

March 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
1PM
First Day of
Month
President
Dharma Talk
Rev.(Yasuko)Yoshi

2

3

4
Memorial day of
Founder

Closed

Rev.,(Yoshi),Yuri

9

10

１ｐｍ
Anniversary of Rissho Kosei-kai founding
Sharing Faith

Memorial Service for CoFounder

Yoshi,Rose,Yukiko

Rev.,(Yukiko)Yasuko

16

17

11

5

6

Closed
Chicago 3/7-9

Rev.,(Yuri)Yukiko

12

13

15

Board Chairpersons' Meeting
RKINA LA

18

19

20

6pm
Meditation

21

22

4pm Board Mtg
7pm
RKNY Anuual
Meeting

RKINA LA

24

25

26

27

10am
Spring time special
memorial service

28

29
Closed

Sharing Faith

Rev. Japan
3/26-4/14

Rev.,Keiko,Yukiko
(Yuri)

Closed

14

New York Church
Gathering
3/21-23

All US minister
meeting

30

8

Florida 3/12,13

1pm
Sunday Service
Hoza
James,Michael,Joh

23

7

Anniversary of
Rissho Koseikai's Founding
Steering
Comittee

31

