
 Summer in New York this year seems to be somewhat cooler and easier 

to weather. During this season, I imagine many of you are enjoying vaca-

tions in various ways.   

   However, when we turn our attention to a global perspective by 

watching the world news, we find problems of extreme weather and vio-

lent conflicts between countries as well as internal strife taking place all 

over the world.  Political turmoil in each country seems to be getting 

more acute. In the conflicts between Palestine and Israel or between 

Ukraine and Russia, we see the combat troops, ordinary citizens and even 

children becoming casualties, one after another. 

   Each time I hear the news, my heart aches. 

   The other day, news that horrified people all over the world suddenly 

came into our liveséa Malaysian Airlines aircraft was shot down from the skies above the eastern re-

gion of Ukraine, with numerous casualties. Russia and Ukraine is vehemently fighting over who was 

responsible, each asserting its own justifications.  Some press report is running the rumor of mistaken 

fire. Whichever may be the case, they became victims of conflict between countries or ethnic groups. 

   ΓWhat folly this is!ò ñWhat tragedy!ò I am reciting the sutra to commemorate the victims. Yet, my 
heart was in agony and had anger over the reality that I could not control. The reality of human ego and 

malevolence destroyed mutual trust between countries and ethnic groups and triggered this result.    

   It was while I was feeling as such that I happened to see a newspaper article which said: ñEndless 
line of Russian people mourning for the victims and placing flowers in front of the Dutch Embassy in 

Moscow.ò And because so many children were victims, they also placed stuffed animals and toys and 

the area was filled with flowers and candles. There were also messages such as, ñPlease forgive usò and 

ñStop the war.ò It was an article with pictures depicting a truly objective point of view.        

My heart was liberated. It found warmth. I was also astonished. That is because there I discovered peo-

ple who sought realization of a ñharmonious world,ò people who wish and vow to renounce wars.  

   Realistically there are countless suspicions, evil hearts, fears, and ambitions that exist among coun-

triesהethnic groups. Those attitudes cause one to race toward assertion, gains, and pleasure only for 

oneself, neglecting the benefits of others; they lead to exclusivity which continuously causes conflicts. 

We are taught that religions exist so we can overcome such mindsets. 

   President Niwano teaches us the following as to what our outlook on peace should be as Buddhist. I 

felt I was given an opportunity to reflect on this. 

   Our President said: 

   ΓWhen we concretely visualize the various circumstances from world affairs to our immediate 

problems, realization of ñharmonyò may seem foolish and even to trust someone completely would be 

too difficult. However, this is what our Founder said regarding the greatness of world peace. ñPeace will 

come immediately.ò I was able to grasp the intention of Founderôs words through Great Bodhisattva Ni-

chirenôs words, ñAll things in the universe are attributed to the Universal Truthò (literal translation: 

ñOne heaven and the four seas are attributed to the Wonderful Dharmaò) 

   That the Wonderful Dharma penetrates all things in the universe; that all things are caused to live by 

the Wonderful Dharma. It is when we realize such truth, and when each and every one of us can truly 

prostrate before the Buddhaôs teachings, that we are already in a ñharmonious world.ò The Founder was 

saying, when everyone realizes that, the ñharmonious worldò will arrive immediately. 

When everyone devotedly takes refuge in the Wonderful Dharma, mutually trust one another com-

pletely, and put oneôs palms together in reverence for one another. That is the true ñharmonious world.ò  

   The above mentioned is an excerpt from President Niwanoôs guidance.  

It restores our awareness once again that all things are ultimately one vast life, that the whole world is 

one life, and that we are mutual recipients of the honorable life of the Buddha.    
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 First, personally have faith in the ñharmonious worldò 



   The other day, Mr. Hogan, who participated in the activities at the Chicago Branch, asked this question. ñBuddhism 
teaches that every person, without exception, possesses buddha nature. But how do you view atrocious criminals who com-

mit unforgivable crimes?ò I answered: ñOf course there is the good and evil in whatever was committed. However, to see 

that even those people have buddha nature is the Buddhist idea. Everything results from the combination of causes and 

condition. Even atrocious crime is the result of dependent origination. Causes go through complex entanglements and vari-

ous mutual influences before things occur.ò Furthermore, I continued. ñWe have not yet shared as much as we can that we 

have been given the gift of irreplaceable and valuable life, that every person has been given the honorable life of the Bud-

dha. To do our part among those who are presently living here, we must share the teachings with others so as many people 

as possible may awaken to the Truthהthe Dharma.ò After hearing my guidance, Mr. Hogan said, ñI am grateful we had 
this discussion. Since I became a member, my way of thinking is definitely changing,ò and gave me a kind and warm 

smile. 

 

 Gassho 

    
            New York Church Minister 

            Etsuko Fujita  
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        Rev. Fujita spoke about the following:  

ΓI would like to introduce a story by the astrophysicist, Professor Kunitomo Sakurai. 

The story is about the sun in our universe which gives us light.  

When the sun is viewed physically, in its core, hydrogen produces helium.   

It is because of this process by which 0.7% of the hydrogen mass converts to energy that the sun shines radiantly.   

This 0.7% is very important, for if it were, for example, 0.71% or 0.69%, then that process cannot occur. 

The universe was created because it is 0.7%.  Why canôt the process occur otherwise?  

If the mass were 0.71%, then the evolutionary speed of the star would be so fast that the hydrogen would be used up and there will be no 

light. And because the hydrogen is used up, the sun would already have disappeared.  

In contrast, had the mass been 0.69%, then the evolutionary speed would have been too slow and helium fusion would not have occurred, 

so there would be no life.  

How delicate and wondrous the balance in the universe is! Exactly what, if any will, is working to attain this miracle? 

Human lives exist on what surely can only be said to be mystical, above and beyond the physical facts. 

There is also another miracle. 

We, with not one exception, received life on earth because we have a father and a mother. And our mothers and fathers also have parents, 

and those parents also have parents, and so forthé  

Because there was not one break in the succession of these ancestors that, today, you have your life and I have my life. Had there been 

any interruption somewhere in this chain of life, my life would not exist here.  

Indeed, we have our lives here and now because we are supported by countless 

lives. 

There is something else we must not forget. 

There is not one person who is born into this world through his or her own will. 

Just as it is not through our own will that we are born, the end of our lifespan does 

not fall into the category of our own will. 

In this eternal universe, we each have a life that is limited to this one time. 

It is truly a miraculous life; we can say we have a miraculous human life. 

President Niwano is constantly telling us to ñcherish the here and now.ò 

We are here now in this baton of life which is even called miraculous. Thus, we 

must first offer our gratitude to the ancestors who gave us life and make a pledge 

as to how we will live. That is the significance of this day of Urabon-e.ò  

That was her guidance. 

When I think of the wondrous truth that we are given life in this universe because 

the sun exists, and also because we have parents, I realized I must live this pre-

cious life I have been gifted to the fullest, as best as I can. 

    NY Branch topics discussed in July 

 ─  by Yoshi 
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